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Glossary of Terms

100-year floodplain: The area along the river corridor that would receive flood waters during the
100-year flood event. A 100-year flood event has the probability of occurring 1% of the time
during any given year. If a 100-year flood event occurs, the following year will still have the same
probability for occurrence of a 100-year event. For the purposes of this environmental
assessment, the 100-year floodplain also includes wetlands and meadows associated with the
hydrologic and ecological processes of the river.

Affected environment: Existing biological, physical, and social conditions of an area that are
subject to change, both directly and indirectly, as a result of a proposed human action.

Alluvial: An adjective referring to alluvium, which are sediments deposited by erosional
processes, usually by streams.

Alluvial fan: Sediments deposited that channel outward in different directions from a centralized
point.

Alluvium: A general term for clay, silt, sand, gravel, or similar unconsolidated rock fragments or
particles deposited during comparatively recent geologic time by a stream or other body of
running water.

Alternatives: Sets of management elements that represent a range of options for how, or whether
to proceed, with a proposed project. An environmental assessment analyzes the potential
environmental and social impacts of the range of alternatives presented.

Annosus root disease: A root disease caused by a widespread native fungus (Heterobasidion
annosum). In pines, the fungus spreads through the root system, attacking the inner bark and
sapwood. Two to six years after initial infection, the fungus reaches the root crown and girdles
the tree, but remains active as a wood-decaying organism within the roots and trunk of the dying
tree. Pines weakened by annosus root disease are often killed by bark beetles. Incense-cedars,
however, are not affected by bark beetles and will stand green for many years until the disease so
weakens the trees that they fall down. Cedars are thought to act as a reservoir for annosus root
disease because they take so long to die from the disease.

Archeological resource: Any material remains or physical evidence of past human life or
activities that are of archeological interest, including the record of the effects of human activities
on the environment. They are capable of revealing scientific or humanistic information through
archeological research.

Area of potential effect: The area a project could potentially by affected by a proposed action.

Armillaria root rot: A native plant disease primarily affecting oaks, but other tree species as well;
sometimes exacerbated by management activities. It can also result in tree hazards.

Bank: The area below the ordinary highwater mark in a river or stream. The ordinary highwater
mark is defined by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers as the line on the shore established by the
fluctuations of water and indicated by physical characteristics such as a clear, natural line
impressed on the bank, shelving, changes in the character of soil, destruction of terrestrial
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vegetation, the presence of litter and debris, or other appropriate means that consider the
characteristics of the surrounding area.

Base of talus zone: The area where the majority of accumulated rock debris is deposited at the
base of a steep slope following a mass movement event (i.e., rockfall).

Bed: Refers to the relatively flat or level bottom (substrate) of a body of water, as in a lakebed or
riverbed.

Best Management Practices: Effective, feasible (considering technological, economic, and
institutional constraints) conservation practices and land- and water-management measures that
avoid or minimize adverse impacts to natural and cultural resources. Best Management Practices
may include schedules for activities, prohibitions, maintenance guidelines, and other
management practices.

Boundaries: The areas that receive protection under the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act. Boundaries
include an average of not more than 320 acres of land per mile, measured from the ordinary high-
water mark on both sides of the river.

Braided stream channel: A stream channel that is characterized by the division of water flow
into more than one channel. A basic characteristic of this pattern is the diversion of a single trunk
channel into a network of interconnected branches and the formation of interspersed islands.

Cabin: A structure containing one to four lodging units, as defined in the 1992 Concession Services
Plan/Environmental Impact Statement. For the Yosemite Lodge Area Redevelopment project, a
cabin is a one-story, four lodging unit structure (see figure II-5).

Canopy: The uppermost layer of a forest where a layer of tree branches spread.

CEQ regulations: The Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) was established by the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and given the responsibility for developing federal
environmental policy and overseeing the implementation of NEPA by federal agencies.

Check dam: A dam constructed across a drainage ditch, swale, or channel to lower the velocity
and volume of concentrated flows. Lower velocity reduces erosion and gullying in the channel
and allows sediments and other pollutants to settle out behind the dam.

Classifications: The status of rivers or river segments under the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act
(“Wild,” “Scenic,” or “Recreational”). Classification is based on the existing level of access and
human alteration of the site.

Colonizing: Describes species that enter unoccupied or sparsely occupied habitats (e.g., newly
exposed soil), perhaps following a major disturbance, and persisting there or colonizing an area
until supplanted by successional species. Colonizing implies successful reproduction in the new
area, not simply the presence of a species there.

Comprehensive management plan: A plan to protect and enhance a Wild and Scenic River. The
Merced Wild and Scenic River Comprehensive Management Plan is the National Park Service’s
comprehensive management plan for segments of the Merced River corridor under its
jurisdiction.
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Cottage: A lodging structure containing five to eighteen lodging rooms, as defined in the 1992
Concession Services Plan/Environmental Impact Statement. For the Yosemite Lodge Area
Redevelopment project, a cottage is a two-story, eighteen lodging unit structure (see figure II-5).

Cowardin wetlands: The Cowardin system is used as the basis for wetland classification and
protection by the National Park Service. The Cowardin system classifies wetlands based on the
type of vegetative cover and lifeform, flooding regime, and substrate material. Cowardin wetlands
include jurisdictional wetlands but may also include certain non-vegetated sites and sites lacking
soil, if they meet specific criteria.

Criteria air pollutants: Six air pollutants for which federal and state air quality standards have
been established, primarily to protect human health and welfare, including ozone, carbon
monoxide, nitrogen dioxide, sulfur dioxide, suspended particulates with diameters of 10 microns
or less, and lead. Criteria pollutants are regulated separately from air toxics at both federal and
state levels. Documented health effects from air pollution include acute respiratory infections,
chronic bronchitis, pulmonary emphysema, and bronchial asthma.

Cultural landscape: A reflection of human adaptation and use of natural resources and is often
expressed in the way land is organized and divided, patterns of settlement, land use, systems of
circulation, and the types of structures that are built. The character of a cultural landscape is
defined both by physical materials, such as roads, buildings, walls, and vegetation, and by use
reflecting cultural values and traditions.

Debitage: Waste flakes created during the production of flaked stone tools.

Decibel: A decibel (dB) is a unit of sound energy intensity. Sound waves, traveling outward from a
source, exert a sound pressure level (commonly called “sound level”) measured in dB. An A-
weighted decibel (dBA) is a decibel corrected for the variation in frequency response of the
typical human ear at commonly encountered noise levels.

Desert side-notched projectile point: A distinctive type of projectile point widespread in parts
of California that generally dates between 800 and 150 years before present. These are small
points that were probably used as arrow points. In the Yosemite Valley, they form part of the
Mariposa Complex.

Eastgate projectile point: A distinctive type of projectile point widespread in parts of California
that generally dates between 1,200 and 800 years before present. These are small points that were
probably used as arrow points. In the Yosemite Valley, they form part of the Tamarack Complex.

Ecosystem: An ecosystem can be defined as a geographically identifiable area that encompasses
unique physical and biological characteristics. It is the sum of the plant community, animal
community, and environment in a particular region or habitat.

Elko series projectile point: Several distinct but similar types of projectile points widespread in
California that generally date between 3500 and 1200 years before present. These are medium to
large points that were probably used as dart tips. In the Yosemite Valley, they may form part of
the Crane Flat Complex.
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Environmental assessment: A public document required under NEPA that identifies and
analyzes activities that might affect the human and natural environment. An environmental
assessment is a concise public document that provides sufficient evidence and analysis for
determining whether to prepare an environmental impact statement, aids an agency’s compliance
with NEPA when no environmental impact statement is necessary, and facilitates preparation of
an environmental impact statement when one is necessary.

Environmental impact statement (EIS): A public document required under NEPA that
identifies and analyzes activities that might affect the human and natural environment.

Ethnographic resource: A site, structure, object, landscape, or natural resource feature assigned
traditional legendary, religious, subsistence, or other significance in the cultural system of a group
traditionally associated with it.

Exfoliation: The process in which concentrated shells of weathering form on the outside of a
rock and become separated from the rock. These thin shells of weathered rock are separated by
stresses that result from changes in volume of the minerals that occur as a result of the formation
of new minerals.

Facilities: Buildings and the associated supporting infrastructure such as roads, trails, and
utilities.

Finding of no significant impact (FONSI): The public document describing the decision made
on selecting the preferred alternative in an environmental assessment. See “environmental
assessment.”

Floodplain: A nearly level alluvial plain that borders a stream and is subject to flooding unless
protected artificially.

Frazil ice: Stream ice with the consistency of slush, formed when small ice crystals develop in
super-cooled stream water as air temperatures drop below freezing. These ice crystals join and
are pressed together by newer crystals as they form.

Full-time equivalent employment: A computed statistic representing the number of full-time
employees that could have been employed if the reported number of hours worked by part-time
employees had been worked by full-time employees.

Glacial till: Unconsolidated mixtures of clay, silt, sand, and gravel deposited directly by and
underneath a glacier without being reworked by melt-water.

Glaciation: Effects on landforms produced by the presence and movement of a glacier.

Grader: A piece of heavy equipment used to level or smooth road or other surfaces to the desired
gradient.

Groundwater: All subsurface water (below soil/ground surface), distinct from surface water.

Hazard trees: Any tree, either alive or dead, which due to outwardly visible defects could fall
down (in part or in entirety) and strike a person or property within any designated portion of a
development zone.
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Hazardous material: A substance or combination of substances that, because of quantity,
concentration, or physical, chemical, or infectious characteristics, may either: (1) cause or
significantly contribute to an increase in mortality or an increase in serious, irreversible, or
incapacitating illness; or (2) pose a substantial present or potential hazard to human health or the
environment when improperly treated, stored, transported, disposed of, or otherwise managed.

Hazardous waste: Hazardous wastes are hazardous materials that no longer have practical use,
such as substances that have been discarded, spilled, or contaminated, or that are being stored
temporarily prior to proper disposal.

Impervious surface: A surface that is incapable of being penetrated by moisture, and includes
building foot prints, paved parking areas, roads, and paved pathways. Impervious paving on the
Yosemite Lodge Area Redevelopment site includes asphalt, concrete, and mortared masonry.

Jurisdictional wetlands: Jurisdictional wetlands are delineated and classified to meet regulations
of Section 404 of the Clean Water Act.

Leq: The energy-equivalent noise level (or “average” noise level), Leq, is the equivalent steady-
state continuous noise level which, in a stated period of time, contains the same acoustic energy as
the time-varying sound level that actually occurs during the same period.

Ldn: The day-night average noise level, Ldn, is a weighted 24-hour noise level. With the Ldn
descriptor, noise levels between 10:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. are adjusted upward by 10 dBA to take
into account the greater annoyance of nighttime noise as compared to daytime noise.

Light trespass: Light intended to illuminate one area illuminates other nearby areas.

Light pollution: Outdoor lighting that emits stray light upwards, illuminating clouds, dust, and
other airborne matter and obscuring the night sky.

Lithic: Pertaining to the rocks used by humans in the production of stone tools. Lithic artifacts
can be produced by flaking, grinding, or pecking.

Milling feature: A bedrock or other large stone used for the grinding of materials, usually seeds
or other plant resources.

Milling slick: The smooth part of a stone where grains were milled. It can be a component of a
milling feature.

Mitigation: Activities that will avoid, reduce the severity of, or eliminate an adverse
environmental impact.

Moraine: Debris such as boulders, stones, or sediment deposited by a glacier.
Mortar cup: A depression in stone made by the pounding or rubbing of material with a pestle.

Multi-use path: Paved path shared by pedestrians and bicyclists averaging 12 feet to 20 feet in
width. Multi-use paths often provide limited use to maintenance and emergency vehicles.
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National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA): The federal act that requires the development of
an environmental assessment or environmental impact statement for federal actions that have the
potential for environmental, social, or other impacts.

Native species: Species of plants or animals that naturally occur in a particular area and promote
natural biological systems.

Natural conditions: The system of plants, animals, soil, water, and air derived from and
influenced by ecological processes and where composition, structure, and function are in a
naturally-occurring state.

No action alternative: The alternative in a plan that proposes to continue current management
direction. “No action” means the proposed activity would not take place, and the resulting
environmental effects from taking no action would be compared with the effects of permitting the
proposed activity or an alternative activity to go forward.

Non-native species: Species of plants or wildlife that are not native to a particular area and often
interfere with natural biological systems. Sometimes referred to as “exotics.”

Non-point source pollution: Pollution that occurs when water runs over land or through the
ground, picks up pollutants, and deposits them in surface water and introduces then into
groundwater. Examples of nonpoint sources are roadways, parking lots, and landscaped areas.
Pollutants from these locations can include petrochemicals, heavy metals, and fertilizers.

Ordinary high water: The line on the shore established by the fluctuations of water and
indicated by physical characteristics such as a clear, natural line impressed on the bank, shelving,
changes in the character of soil, destruction of terrestrial vegetation, the presence of litter and
debris, or other appropriate means that consider the characteristics of the surrounding area.

Outstandingly Remarkable Values: Those resources in the corridor of a Wild and Scenic River
that are of special value and warrant protection. Outstandingly Remarkable Values are the
“scenic, recreational, geologic, fish and wildlife, historic, cultural or other similar values...that
shall be protected for the benefit and enjoyment of present and future generations” (16 United
States Code [USC] 1272).

Oxbow: A closely looping stream meander or lake resembling the U-shaped frame embracing an
ox’s neck, having an extreme curvature such that only a neck of land is left between two parts of
land.

Paleoenvironment: A term that refers to the environment that existed during some time in
prehistory.

Palustrine: The palustrine system was developed to group the vegetated wetlands traditionally
called by such names as marsh, swamp, bog, fen, and prairie, which are found throughout the
United States. It also includes the small, shallow, permanent, or intermittent water bodies often
called ponds. Palustrine wetlands may be situated shoreward of lakes, river channels, or estuaries;
on river floodplains; in isolated catchments; or on slopes. They may also occur as islands in lakes
or rivers. The palustrine system includes all nontidal wetlands dominated by trees, shrubs,
persistent emergents, emergent mosses or lichens, and all such wetlands that occur in tidal areas
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where salinity due to ocean-derived salts is below 0.5%. It also includes wetlands lacking such
vegetation, but with all of the following four characteristics: (1) area less than 8 hectares (20
acres); (2) active wave-formed or bedrock shoreline features lacking; (3) water depth in the
deepest part of basin less than 2 meters at low water; and (4) salinity due to ocean-derived salts
less than 0.5%.

Particulate matter (PM-10): Fractions of particulate matter characterized by particles with
diameters of 10 microns or less (PM-10). Such particles can be inhaled into the air passages and
the lungs and can cause adverse health effects.

Pedestrian trail: Trails utilized by pedestrians only ranging from 4 to 12 feet in width with either
paved or unpaved surfaces. For the Yosemite Lodge Area Redevelopment site, the narrower
pedestrian trails (i.e., 4 to 6 feet in width) tend to be unpaved.

Pervious surface: A surface that allows moisture penetration into the ground, and includes
natural areas and restored/revegetated areas.

Pictograph panel: A rock surface that contains multiple pictographs, which are symbols,
geometric designs, animals, figures, or other depictions pecked into the rock surface using a
hammerstone.

Potential effect: Change or impact to an environment that may be caused by implementing a
proposed action.

Regulatory threshold: The concentration threshold set by a regulatory agency or agencies.

Rehabilitation: To restore or renew to a former capacity or function. Regarding structures it
would include rebuilding while maintaining similar character of appearance and using existing
materials when feasible.

Restoration (cultural): The act or process of accurately depicting the form, features, and
character of an existing historic structure, landscape, or object as it appeared at a particular
period of time, by removing modern additions and replacing lost portions of historic fabric, paint,
or other elements. For the purpose of this environmental assessment, restoration does not
necessarily match the definition given in The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards and Guidelines
for Archeology, and Historic Preservation (U.S. Department of the Interior 1983).

Restoration (natural): Work conducted to remove impacts to natural resources and restore
natural processes, and to return a site to natural conditions. Yosemite Lodge Area
Redevelopment restoration activities would include eradicating non-native species and
conducting low-intensity prescribed burns to discourage conifer invasion and support
rehabilitation of oak woodlands and riparian forests. The restoration effort would include
conducting channel morphology, groundwater, and vegetation monitoring to document
restoration changes and inform resource management efforts.

Revegetation: Replacement or augmentation of native plants in an area largely or entirely
denuded of vegetation. The landscape of the Yosemite Lodge Area Redevelopment site would be
revegetated based upon the principles described in the Comprehensive Landscape and
Revegetation Plan for Yosemite Lodge (NPS 1999b). Existing and historic vegetative communities
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would be re-established and enhanced within the project area using an applied ecological
approach to revegetation. The revegetated landscape would be designed to provide communal
outdoor spaces that encourage visitors to experience the out-of-doors.

Riparian areas: The land area and associated vegetation bordering a stream or river.

Riprap: Any hardening of a shoreline (with rocks or cement) to stabilize river banks for the
protection of facilities on or near the bank.

River corridor: The area within the boundaries of a Wild and Scenic River (e.g., the Merced
River corridor).

Rock alignment: An artificial linear or curvilinear arrangement of unmodified rocks or boulders
created by humans. A rock alignment may represent a hearth or firepit, wall, building foundation,
or similar feature.

Rockfall: Associated forms of mass movement such as rock avalanches, rockslides, debris slides,
and debris flows.

Root rot disease: Disease caused by fungal pathogens that typically leads to live tree failure or
predisposing the tree to bark beetle attack, colonization, and subsequent death.

Rose Spring projectile point: A distinctive type of projectile point widespread in parts of
California that generally dates between 1200 and 800 years before present. These are small points
that were probably used as arrow points. In the Yosemite Valley, they form part of the Mariposa
Complex.

Scenic category: A classification of scenic values based on their viewing significance, scenic
quality, and inclusion of meadows and the Merced River. Categories of scenic views range from A
to C (A being of most significance and C being of least significance).

Sediment: A particle of soil or rock that was dislodged, entrained, and deposited by surface
runoff or a stream. The particle can range in size from microscopic to cobblestones.

Semipervious surface: A surface that allows partial penetration by moisture, and includes
decomposed granite paving, dirt trails, and campgrounds.

Shadow line zone: A distance calculated to determine outlying boulder locations beyond the
extent of talus. The shadow line zone is determined by a procedure based on the apex of the talus
and a minimum shadow angle of 22 degrees.

Sierra series projectile point: Several distinct but similar types of projectile points common in
the Sierra Nevada of California that generally date to older than 1200 years before present. These
are medium to large points that were probably used as dart tips. In the Yosemite Valley, they may
form part of the Crane Flat Complex.

Snag: A standing dead tree.
Social trail: A social trail is an informal, nondesignated trail between two locations. Social trails

often result in trampling stresses to sensitive vegetation types.

VII-16  Yosemite Lodge Area Redevelopment Environmental Assessment



References

Special-status species: Species of plants or wildlife that receive special protection under state
and/or federal laws. Also referred to as “listed species” or “threatened and endangered species.”

Steatite: A metamorphic rock composed largely of talc, giving it a soft consistency and smooth
texture. Also referred to as soapstone, it was commonly carved, ground, or polished to produce
ornamental and/or ceremonial objects like beads, pendants, and figurines.

Stock/pedestrian trail: An unpaved trail shared by stock (i.e., horses) and pedestrians typically
ranging between 4 to 6 feet in width.

Talus: Rock fragments of any size or shape derived from and lying at the base of a cliff or very
steep rocky slope. Also refers to outward sloping and accumulated heap of loose, broken rock
considered as a unit and formed primarily by falling, rolling, or sliding.

Talus slope zone: Area where the majority of rock materials are deposited during a mass
movement (rockfall) event.

Threatened and endangered species: Species of plants or wildlife that receive special protection
under state and/or federal laws. Also referred to as “listed species” or “special-status species.”

Traditional Cultural Property: An ethnographic resource determined eligible for the National
Register of Historic Places.

Traffic calming feature: A one-way circular roadway feature designed to separate east- and
west-bound traffic streams to promote safe traffic flow conditions on realigned Northside Drive.

Trail: A route that is designed, designated, or constructed for recreational pedestrian or bicycle
use or provided as a pedestrian alternative to vehicular routes within a transportation system.
Also see “multi-use path,” “pedestrian trail,” and “stock/pedestrian trail.”

Umacha: A traditional cedar bark structure typically used as a dwelling by American Indians.
U.S. Jurisdictional Wetlands: See Waters of the U.S.

Vantage point: A site-specific location that is either designed for or provides specific
opportunities for visitors to view park scenery.

Water resources project: A water resources project is any dam, water conduit, reservoir,
powerhouse, transmission line, or other works project under the Federal Power Act, or other
developments, that would affect the free-flowing characteristics of a wild and scenic or
congressionally authorized study river. In addition to projects licensed by the Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission, water resources projects may include: dams, water diversions, fisheries
habitat and watershed restoration, bridges and other roadway construction/reconstruction projects,
bank stabilization projects, channelization projects, levee construction, boat ramps, fishing piers,
and activities that require a Section 404 permit from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.

Waters of the U.S.: The term “waters of the U.S.” as defined in Code of Federal Regulations

(33 CFR 328.3[a]; 40 CFR 230.3[s]) includes: (1) All waters which are currently used, were used in
the past, or may be susceptible to use in interstate or foreign commerce, including all waters
which are subject to the ebb and flow of the tide; (2) All interstate waters including interstate
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wetlands; (3) All other waters such as non-isolated intrastate lakes, rivers, streams (including
intermittent streams), mud flats, sand flats, wetlands, sloughs, prairie potholes, wet meadows,
playa lakes, or natural ponds, the use, degradation, or destruction of which could affect interstate
or foreign commerce including any such waters which are or could be used by interstate or
foreign travelers for recreational or other purposes; or from which fish or shellfish are or could be
taken and sold in interstate or foreign commerce; or which are used or could be used for
industrial purposes by industries in interstate commerce; (4) All impoundments of waters
otherwise defined as waters of the U.S. under the definition; (5) Tributaries of waters identified in
paragraphs (1) through (4); (6) Territorial seas; and (7) Wetlands adjacent to waters (other than
waters that are themselves wetlands) identified in paragraphs (1) through (6). Also, U.S.
Jurisdictional Wetlands.

Weathering: The decomposition and disintegration of rocks and minerals at the earth’s surface.
Weathering results in the formation of sediment that is carried away by erosion to form
sedimentary rocks, and regolith that remains in place to form soils. Weathering can be subdivided
into two types: physical (mechanical) and chemical.

Wetland: Wetlands under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (CFR, Section 328.3[b], 1986) are
defined as those areas that are inundated or saturated by surface or groundwater at a frequency
and duration sufficient to support, and that under normal circumstances do support, a prevalence
of vegetation typically adapted for life in saturated soil conditions.

Wild and scenic rivers: Those rivers receiving special protection under the Wild and Scenic
Rivers Act.

Wilderness: Those areas protected by the provisions of the 1964 Wilderness Act. These areas are
characterized by a lack of human interference in natural processes.
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Acronyms

CEQ Council on Environmental Quality
CERCLA Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act
CFR Code of Federal Regulations

CcO carbon monoxide

dB decibel

dBA A-weighted decibels

DBH Diameter (of a tree trunk at) breast height
EDD Economic Development Department
EPA Environmental Protection Agency

FONSI Finding of No Significant Impact

Ldn day-night average noise level
Leq energy-equivalent noise level
Lmax maximum noise level

MTBE methyl tertiary butyl ether
NEPA National Environmental Policy Act

NO; nitrogen dioxide

NPS National Park Service

NRCS National Resource Conservation Service

PCB polychlorinated byphenyls

PL public law

PM-2.5 particulate matter less than 2.5 microns in diameter
PM-10 particulate matter less than 10 microns in diameter
RCRA Resource Conservation and Recovery Act

RWQCB Regional Water Quality Control Board

SEIS supplemental environmental impact statement
SO, sulfur dioxide

uUsC United States Code

USDOI U.S. Department of the Interior

USFS U.S. Forest Service

USFWS  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
USGS U.S. Geological Survey
VOC volatile organic compounds

YARTS Yosemite Area Regional Transportation System
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